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Abstract 

In the age of social media and instant “expertise,” misinformation can spread faster than any dataset 
can catch it. From vaccine safety to medical trial results, distorted claims erode public trust in science 
and evidence. Statisticians, with our training in uncertainty, data interpretation, and critical thinking, are 
ideally placed to challenge these narratives. Yet too often, we stay silent. 

In this talk, we’ll examine how statisticians can push back against the rising tide of misinformation, as 
well as the barriers that stop us from speaking up more often. Using a small study created specifically 
for this conference we will interactively compare the general public with PSI attendees. We’ll look at 
how people interpret (and misinterpret) data, where our communication falls short, and how we can 
harness our analytical skills to make truth as contagious as misinformation itself. 

 

 

 

 

  




