PSI Medical Statistics Taster Day 2018
Following a change of name, a wider remit and a healthy helping of snow, the 2018 Medical Statistics Taster Day was a great success.  The event took place on 28th February 2018 at the University of Leicester and was open to students with an interest in medical statistics.  We had record registration this year, and despite the weather, 78 students (17 BSc, 52 MSc and 9 PhD students) managed to get to Leicester and attend the event, from 21 universities.  

We welcomed exhibitors from many varied organisations, including 4 pharmaceutical companies and 10 CROs, as well as 3 Clinical Trials Units (CTUs), 1 Medical Device Company, 3 universities and two industry organisations (including YSS).  We are always highly appreciative of the time and effort the exhibitors take to make the day such a success, and being able to talk to so many in person is always the highlight of the day for the students, so many thanks to all who came along on the day.
During the event, we included some presentations as in previous years, but also introduced a new panel discussion where industry representatives had the chance to share their own experiences with the students in a more informal way. This was really well received by the students and it gave them some real-life insights into working in the industry.   CALC would like to thank the following panel members and presenters for their help on the day:
· Kate Taylor, Amgen

· Lynda Grinsted, Astra Zeneca
· Pollyanna Hardy, Birmingham CTU
· Robbin Evans, PAREXEL
· Adam Jacobs, Premier Research
· Neil Roskell, BresMed Health Solutions
· Jennifer Bell, UK CRC CTU Network
We also included a new workshop this year, where students all took on roles as members of a study team to review and interpret results from a Phase 2b study and provide their recommendation on whether to continue to Phase 3 to senior management (i.e. our company volunteers!).  We wouldn’t be able to run this without the volunteers, so many thanks to everyone who helped facilitate this (and for their flexibility, as we had to curtail it somewhat due to the weather!). 

CALC ran a Facebook competition on the day to promote the PSI careers advice Facebook page (search for and like ‘PSI Student Careers Advice’ on Facebook). This was won by Emily Foreman from the University of Nottingham, who won £20 worth of Amazon vouchers for providing the best comment about why she wanted to work as a medical statistician. 

We have had some great feedback from both students and exhibitors, and we are already starting to plan next year’s event.  We also couldn’t do this without the enthusiasm of the other CALC members listed below who helped out on the day – thank you!
· Vicky Marriott (CALC Chair, IQVIA)
· Rhian Jacob (Roche)
· Cheryl Turkington (Amgen)
· Rachael Poole (Quanticate)
· Abeera Mohammed (Amgen)
· Holly Moon (Eli Lilly)
Amanda Darekar (Pfizer), Emma McEntee (PAREXEL) and Xinyi Zhu (GSK) – on behalf of PSI CALC
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Exhibition Stands





Stamford Court, University of Leicester





CALC’s Emma McEntee presenting Emily Foreman (Facebook Competition Winner) with her prize





Jennifer Bell – New Starter presentation
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